Council met in REGULAR SESSION on Monday, December 8, 2025 at 6:26 P.M. in the 

Council Chambers with President Greer presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and the invocation was given by First Ward Councilwoman Mrs. Jennifer Hager.    

The Clerk called the roll: Members present: President Greer, Mr. Heitic, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Hager, Mr. Poorman, Mrs. Beck, Mr. Griffin, and Mr. Harris.  Ms. Gearhart was absent.  
It was moved by Mr. Heitic and seconded by Mrs. Thompson to approve the Minutes of the Regular Legislative Meeting held on Monday, November 24, 2025 as presented.  No remarks made.  All Members present voted “Aye”.   Ms. Gearhart was absent.  Motion carried.
PETITIONS AND CLAIMS

There were none.
MATTERS REFERRED

Each Council Member, the Mayor, the Safety and Service Directors were given a report prepared by the Council Clerk listing all matters before all committees with their packets.  
CITIZENS ADDRESSING COUNCIL
There were none.  
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE NO. 174 – 2025
PRESENTED BY MR. HARRIS & MRS. THOMPSON

TITLE: ENTER INTO CONTRACT     BLUE TECHNOLOGIES  


AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BARBERTON TO ENTER INTO A FIVE (5) YEAR AGREEMENT WITH BLUE TECHNOLOGIES, FOR THE TIME PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2026 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2030, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
It was moved by Mr. Harris, seconded by Mrs. Thompson that the rule as required by Section 5.10 of the Barberton City Charter be suspended.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.   Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.  It was moved by Mr. Harris, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, that ORDINANCE NO.  174-2025 BE ADOPTED.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.   Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 175 – 2025
PRESENTED BY MR. GRIFFIN

TITLE:  SUMMIT COUNTY COMBINED GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING


AN ORDINANCE AUTHROIZING THE MAYOR, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO EXECUTE A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) WITH THE SUMMIT COUNTY COMBINED GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT TO PROVIDE COMPLIANT SERVICES FOR THE CITY’S NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
It was moved by Mr. Griffin, seconded by Mrs. Hager, that the rule as required by Section 5.10 of the Barberton City Charter be suspended.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.  It was moved by Mr. Griffin, seconded by Mrs. Hager, that ORDINANCE NO.  175-2025 BE ADOPTED.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO.  176 – 2025

PRESENTED BY MR. HARRIS

TITLE: BARBERTON DEVELOPMENT CODE

LIQUOR LICENSES/TOBACCO LICENSES

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING THAT NO NEW OR TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSES AND.OR TOBACCO LICENSES TO PARCELS AND/OR ADDRESSES ON THE VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION BE PERMITTED WITHIN THE DESIGNATED DISTANCES FROM ANY SCHOOL, CHURCH, PARK, LIBRARY, OR ANY OTHER PARAMETERS OUTLINED IN THE CURRENT AND IN ANY UPDATE TO THE BARBERTON DEVELOPMENT CODE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY .
It was moved by Mr. Harris, seconded by Mr. Poorman that the rule as required by Section 5.10 of the Barberton City Charter be suspended.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.  It was moved by Mr. Harris, seconded by Mr. Poorman, that ORDINANCE NO.  176-2025 BE ADOPTED.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 177 - 2025

PRESENTED BY MS. GEARHART

TITLE: ADOPT POLICY CYBERSECURITY POLICY 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BARBERTON TO ADOPT THE CITY OF BARBERTON CYBERSECURITY POLICY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
It was moved by Mrs. Beck, seconded by Mr. Heitic, that the rule as required by Section 5.10 of the Barberton City Charter be suspended.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.  It was moved by Mrs. Beck, seconded by Mr. Heitic, that ORDINANCE NO.  177-2025 BE ADOPTED.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 178 - 2025

PRESENTED BY MRS. THOMPSON

TITLE: AUTHORIZE PAYMENT

GATCHELL GRANT RESOURCES
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO PAY AN INVOICE TO GATCHELL GRANT RESOURCES, IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,500.00, FOR THE AFG GRANT PREPARATION AMDINISTRATION FEE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
It was moved by Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Heitic, that the rule as required by Section 5.10 of the Barberton City Charter be suspended.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.  It was moved by Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Heitic, that ORDINANCE NO.  178-2025 BE ADOPTED.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO.   179 - 2025

PRESENTED BY MRS. THOMPSON

TITLE:   APPROPRIATION FIRE DEPARTMENT

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $2,915.48 FROM THE UNAPPROPRIATED ITEM OF THE GENERAL FUND TO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OPERATING BUDGET, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
It was moved by Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Heitic, that the rule as required by Section 5.10 of the Barberton City Charter be suspended.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.  It was moved by Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Heitic, that ORDINANCE NO.  179-2025 BE ADOPTED.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 180 - 2025

PRESENTED BY MR. GRIFFIN & MRS. THOMPSON

TITLE: AUTHORIZE PAYMENT STATE OF OHIO TREASURER (OHIO EPA) 
     AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO PAY AN INVOICE TO STATE OF OHIO TREASURER (OHIO EPA), IN THE AMOUNT OF $16,090.36, FOR THE CITY’S PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM LICENSE TO OPERATE AT THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
It was moved by Mr. Griffin, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, that the rule as required by Section 5.10 of the Barberton City Charter be suspended.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.  It was moved by Mr. Griffin, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, that ORDINANCE NO.  180-2025 BE ADOPTED.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO.  181– 2025

PRESENTED BY MRS. THOMPSON

TITLE: AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 15-2024 EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION AND PAY GRADES  FOR NON-BARGAINING EMPLOYEES

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 15-2024 TO REFLECT A CHANGE IN PAY GRADE FOR THE DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES POSITION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
It was moved by Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Heitic, that the rule as required by Section 5.10 of the Barberton City Charter be suspended.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.  It was moved by Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Heitic, that ORDINANCE NO.  181-2025 BE ADOPTED.  All Members present voted “Aye.” Ms. Gearhart was absent.    Motion carried.

This ended the First Readings.  
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE NO. 172 - 2025 
PRESENTED BY MRS. THOMPSON

TITLE: ENTER INTO CONTRACT

HASENSTAB ARCHITECTS

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH HASENSTAB ARCHITECTS FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR THE CITY HALL AND JUSTICE CENTER PROJECT, IN THE CITY OF BARBERTON, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
This was the Second Reading.  The First Reading was on November 24, 2025 and the Third Reading will be on December 22, 2025
ORDINANCE NO. 173- 2025

PRESENTED BY MRS. THOMPSON

TITLE:   ENTER INTO CONTRACT

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK (CMR)  CITY HALL – JUSTICE CENTER PROJECT                                  

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, OR HIS DESIGNEE, TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK (CMR) FOR THE CITY-HALL JUSTICE CENTER PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
This was the Second Reading.  The First Reading was on November 24, 2025 and the Third Reading will be on December 22, 2025
This ended the Second Readings. 
THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

THERE ARE NONE

APPOINTMENTS

TO THE BARBERTON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION:  



New: 

Ms. Brittany Kinstler 

For a 3-year term beginning 1-1-2026 
and ending 12-31-2028 

       Reappointment:

Ms. Ann Hutchinson

For a 3-year term beginning 1-1-2026









And ending 12-31-2028
The Clerk read the Appointments.  President Greer called for a vote.  All members present voted “Aye”.  Ms. Gearhart was absent.  Motion Carried.  
MISCELLANEOUS AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS

LIQUOR LICENSE:    Transfer: Permit Class C-1 & C-2
          

    From:               
Hadil Corp


     


Hadil Corp





351 Fifth Street NE





Barberton, Ohio  44203
          

      To:               
Happy 351 LLC


     


Happy 351 LLC d.b.a. Barberton Mini Mart





351 Fifth Street NE





Barberton, Ohio  44203

The Clerk read the Liquor License to Council.  President Greer asked and with no objections from any member of City Council and no objections from Police Chief Morber and Safety Director, Motion Carried and the License was returned certified mail with no hearing requested.  
Mr. Heitic made the motion to excuse Ms. Gearhart from tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Harris seconded the motion.  All members present voting “Aye” with no objections.  Motion carried.  Ms. Gearhart’s absence is hereby excused.  
COMMUNICATION FROM THE BODY
Mrs. Hager stated that there have been numerous posts on social media that at the intersection of State Street and 5th Street, turning left from Fifth Street onto State that persons are not realizing that there is no turn lane and are crossing the double yellow lines to stop.  It is a safety hazard and people making a left turn onto Fifth Street from State Street are unable to make the turn as the lane is blocked.  Mrs. Hager stated that she spoke with Lt. White of Barberton Police and officers will be watching the intersection.  
Mr. Griffin stated that the one block one way portion of Third Street, between the Post Office and McDonald’s downtown is still having problems with persons going the wrong way.  Various councilmembers agreed and stated this is an on-going issue that all have observed.  

President Greer remind everyone that our hard cut-off for Legislative Requests was on December 5th and anything on going after the Legislative meeting to be held on December 22, 2025 will need to be re-filed after the Sine Die meeting on January 5th, 2026.   
COMMUNICATION FROM THE MAYOR
The Mayor began his remarks by thanking everyone who donated non-perishables at the food drive at the Salvation Army giving day.  These will be used to help feed local residents in need.  We will be continuing to collect items for BACM, The Salvation Army and Common Threads until the end of January 2026 for the benefit of local residents.  
The last Open Office Hours for this year will be this Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. at the Active Adult Center at the YMCA.   

Regarding leaf pickup, snow removal and street repair, first off, the Mayor congratulated our crews on the terrific job they do.  With the snow and ice, the trucks have been converted to plows and salting but should this clear up, they will go back to completing a final pass on the leaf pickup on the streets yet to be cleared. We have several trucks ready to go and we are always monitoring the weather reports so if they are not picked up this winter, the trucks will be picking them up in the spring.  Citizens are to just leave them on the curb.  

There are currently 18 cut-outs to be filled on our roads.  11 of these are from late November to early December.  We have concrete roads that we are using asphalt to fill the holes and this is an acceptable practice.  Currently due to weather, asphalt is not being made.  With the vast range of temperatures from warm to deep cold there is a higher propensity for water main breaks.  Restoring the roads is a priority but restoring water service to citizens and businesses is the highest priority.
With nothing further, it was moved by Mr. Heitic and seconded by Mrs. Thompson to adjourn.  
All Members present voted “Aye”. Ms. Gearhart was absent.  Motion carried.
Meeting Adjourned 6:53 P. M. 
______________________________

______________________________

Justin Greer





Laura J. Ries-Price

President of Council




Clerk of Council
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